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WAKATSUKI 
SPEAKING. 





Lone 








TETSUYA WAKATSUK/ (19): PHOTOGRAPHER 











BROTHER! THAT'S 
A 


AN? JUST BECAUSE 
SHE'S A HOTSHOT 
REPORTER ON 


|| Bis Parez... ; 
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Noe 
iS 
FORGET IT, FORGET IT! 
JUST GET THE PICTURES / 
= 3 


v7 





I $66 
BUT I CONT 
BELIEVE IT. 
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STEADY NOW... 
ITS TOO BIG 
TO Migé. 


f 
wy a 
oN AN 


: a at 















WHAT THE 
HELL7/ 


NOTA 
SCRATCH! 








AZOUNP 
AGAIN! THI6 
TIME GIVE (T 
AlL THE 
ROCKETS / 








WEVE LosT 
CONTACT 
WITH THE 
CHOPPERES 


vestzover, 
I 6e€..I 
UNPERSTANC. 


VAL 2oa0s 
TO THE SITE 
ARE TAMMER. 
THEY'LL 
NEED moze 


GET THEM 

IN GEAR For 
GOPS GAKE/ 
THEY WERE 
PUT ON ALERT 
AN HOUR 
AGOL 


WHAT ABOUT 
THE TANK 
BATTALION? 
ARE THEY 
IN PLACE? 





THB 16 
WAL, 
YUMURA., 


WHAT ARE 
YOU TALKING ABOUTT 
THE J60E FIGHTS ON THE 


PARLIAMENT! . NOT FOR 
JAPAN, 


FOR THE 
EARTH. 





THE AZEA 
WITHIN A 
THEEE MILE 
EAPIUS 16 A 
MILITARY 


THEY'VE 
FINIGHE? 
EVACUATING 
THE CIVILIANS 
HEZE, ANP 
NOW THE 
PRESS I6 
GATHERING | 
AT THE 


ze 


Ex 
sr a 
z ae 


HEY / HEY! 
WHEE 
MAZE THe We 


fv A 


: 
by 
i 
Si 
fo 


i 


MACHINES? 
ARE THEY 
ALWET 


CLEAR THE 
WAY! WE HAVE § 
TANKS COMING KY 





Nr 
oN NV\WV), 


Yy 





WHAT ‘Lb 
ARE YOUR / 
CONTINGENCY 
PLANS 


HIS HOUSE 
WAS NEAR HELE... 



















UNPER THE 


EMERGENCY 

POWERS ACT, 

THERE WILL 

BE NO, ZEPEAT, ALL NEWS 
NO, REvoRTS WILL BE 
ON THIS ISSUE? 
INCIPENT, BY THE 


GOVERNMENT 
a 





"SELE 
RESTRAINT," 
THEY 





CALLED 
IT 













BEN oT TRUST 
EMERGENCY & YOU ALL 
SITUATION Te. 

HERE. COOPERATE. 


IN 
ORDER TO 
PREVENT ig 
ZUMOE AN? 3 ALS 
DISINFORM- “ 

ATION... 








































































































































WAIT! 
WAIT A 
MINUTE! WHO 
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THE LANPING SITE WAS f WHAT S| 
SEALED OFF BY THE TAPAN ral ( a THE DEVIL? 
SELF-DEFENSE FORCE TROUEHOUT THE NIGHT, SOLPIERS ET AN THERE'S 
ANP ALL CIVILIANS WERE WORKEP TO AIG OUT THE INTUREC Sf mM NOTHING AT 
EXCLUPEG, THE PRESS ANG LOOK FOR CLUES ABOUT ) ALL IN 
NO EXCEPTION. THE INVAPERS... 


re 









YESTERDAY 
f 









































THE MEPIA, UNPER 
GOVERNMENT LOCK 
AN? KEY, (GNOREDP 
THE EVENTS OF 
THE DAY BEFORE. 


MAMA? 
WHERE 


DIP THE 
MONSTERS 
GO? 





HEY, THE 
GOVEZNMENTS 
GONNA MAKE 
AN ANNOUNCE- 
MENT AT 


“WHAT 


— 











\ \o 
e as ) 
Oy / We 
eis) National’ les a. 
aa Informatio) %="2,%0ar™ 
FOLLOWING 


- Office =  hederxr 
GOVERNMENT 
ANNOUNCEMENT. 


6007 
q AFTERNOON. 
































































































































































































































"REGARDING ‘f5 
THE MON- 
STERS THAT 


YESTERDAY, 
THE Gov- 
ERNMENT..." 


" HAS , .f 
ORPEREP THE 5 

AGENCIES RUSK CURFEW 
HAS BEEN 

ESTABLISHED 

THROUGHOUT 

THE GREATER 

TOKYO AREA..." 





GO NOT 

BE MIGLED! 
REMAIN CALM, 
AN? TRUST 
ONLY OFFICIAL 
GOVERNMENT 
ANNOUNCEMENTS. 


THE 
GOVEZNMENT 
16 GOING 
EVERYTHING 
POSSIBLE 
TO PEAL 
WITH THE 
SITUATION. 


HE MAPE IT 
SOUNP LIKE WERE 
THE ONES 
SPZEAPING LIES / 
LIKE THEY WERE 
FORCED TO 
CONTROL THE 


ON HIGH... 


WATE ITS 















































YOUR 
PICTURES, 


ACTUALLY, 
I COULPN'T 
CAGE LESS. 


CALL YOURSELF 
A PHOTOIOUR- 
NALIST 


COO aH ALL BIGHT, 
Ul eR EN I 
Me, ANP NO <q Vw a ALL RIGHT 
ARGUMENT 


ia Ite ave J IM COMING, 
YOU A CRABH IM COMING / 
COURSE IN 


WHAT THE NEWS 
YU) BUSINESS 16 
ALL ABOUT... / 








PIN 
KA 


ICE6bS 


HM... 


I CeAveE 

PERMISSION 
TO INQUIZE 
INTO YOUR 
MOTIVES... 





We AZE UNPER 
ORVERS FKOM 
HIG IMPERIAL 
MAIESTY TO 


SOMETHING 
BOTHERING 


YOu. E 
PROGRESSO 
? 


1 Reese 
Ee 


< % ae = y We an 

r ae < QUE MIESION 16 
TO INVESTIGATE 

REVEALED THEIZ ARMIES Agi S| i GATE 


A TOKE, PESTROY E 
PeBEENCE THEM! BO ON, PO Sy Leet BACK TO 
ud He, IT BIGHT NOW ¢ : ee piiririgs 





PLANET ANC g 

















8 UINSTEAD, a al 
THEY'ZE 7 
TRAMPLING = | » 
Ke sy ON OUR Dp 
YA Z ws a 
s\ fl ie , 
\\ } A} EVERYONE | DAMMIT, 
7 


ANNOVER SQMETHINGS ‘ 
GOING 


TAKING TOO 
HAR? A LINE / 








iF 
ANYTHING, 
Ir’ 


ITS A 
NATUZAL \ 
VIGASTER. 


EX-ACT-LY/ [2 
THIS 


@ NORMALLY, 
4 THEY'? 
\ 





“THE 'GHAPOW 
CABINET '-- THE 
SCOOP SHED 
BEEN WORKING 
ON FOR AGES." 


BUT HEY, 

WHAT OES 

THAT HAVE 

TO 70 

WITH THOSE 

MONSTERS 
2 


"IT NAS SUPPOSED 

TO BE GLOBAL IN SWEEF, 

A CONCEALED NETWORK 

OF HAWKS (N BOTH EAST 
ANP WEST, GECEETLY 
CONTROLLING INTERNATIONAL 
POLITIES...” 


“STILL, TOP TS0F BRASS 
HAP BEEN MEETING 
DAILY WITH MILITARY 
ATTACHES FON ALL 
THE EMBASSIES.” 


ZEMEMBER 
HOW LONG 

IT TOOK THE 
HELICOPTERS 
TO GET THERE 
YESTEZOAY 7 





“PERSONALLY, I 
FIGURED SHE WAS 
OFF HER ROCKER.” 





THE I60E 
KNEW. AN? 
WAS PREPARED 
NOTHING ELSE 
MAKES SENSE. 


AN? THE 
OIVIGIONS 


THE 
POLICE 
HACN'T 
EVEN 
AZEZIVE? 
Yer 
/ 


THOSE WEZE 
FIOM THE 
NORTHEZN 

AZMY IN 
HOKKAITO-- 
THE BEST 
WE'VE GOTS 


THE 
BOLPIERS 
uT INTO 

THOSE 
MONSTERS 
WITHOUT 
ANY SGN OF 
SURPEIGE... 


WOW... YOU 
REALLY KNOW 
YOU STUFF. 
YOU A 
MILITAZY 
FREAK Of 


AN? 
COPS DIPN'T 
SEAL OFF 
THE AZEA-- 
THOSE 
GUAZ?S WEZE 
SOLDIERS. 


COME ONS IT 
TOOK HOURS 
FOR THE 
PRIME 
MINISTER TO. 


HELICOPTERS 
AZEN'T INTER 
CEPTORS. THEY 
DON'T KEEP 
THEM ON 
SCEAMBLE 
ALEZT. 





HAL wow 
THERES A | 
sTORY! THAT | 
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CABINET ALL THIS 
MINISTERS SECRECY 
AZE CAN ONLY 
DEMANDING ALARM THE 
PUBLIC... 


AN? THE 

DEFENSE 

AGENCY 
SECRETARY- 


ABOUT YOUR 
UNAUTHORIZED 
ACTIONS 
FF 


THEN THERE'S 
A LIMIT TO 


CHIEF OF STAFF TOGO 


it" 


your JOB 
16 TO KEEP 
THE Gov- 
ERNMENT IN 
LINE, @O IT 





eid EFFECTIVE 
IMMEDIATELY, THE 
PRESIDENT 7 FLEET AND 
HAS : ALL US. FORCES 
REACHED e IN JAPAN Age 
A DECIBION. - AVAILABLE FOR 
COMBAT OPER- 
ATIONS IN THE 
FAZ EAST 
THEATRE. 





————2 


AQMIRAL 6CHIEK? 
COMMANPE! CHIEF, 
US, FORCES JAPAN 

ai Z| 


JUS... JUST A MINUTES 
THAT MEANS JAPAN... 
JAPAN WILL BECOME 
A BATTLEFIELO/ 


PLEASE 


WERE 
EXPECTING 
AN IMPORTANT 
CALL ON THE 

HOTLINE. 


MINISTER, 


THIS 
CANT 6E 
HAPPENING... 





BY THE WAy, I 

HEAR ONE OF 

THOSE SHIPS HAS 

REAPPEARED OVER 

TOKYO AGAIN, A 

SMALL ONE. WHAT 
(OU _INTI 


FAR, Ive 
JUST FLYING 
AZOUN? THE 
SITE OF 
YESTERDAY'S 
LANPING. 


TOKYO, 
AGAIN? 

















THE MONSTER 


16 HEAVING YOUR 7, 


WAY, PRESENT 
HEIGHT EIGHTY 
METERS. (TS 
ALTITUPE SHIFTS 
AGE BECOMING 
MORE EXTZEME.. 
























































j Wi 


| Ty | 


[ose | * 
“| M4 OWN 








HIS IMPERIAL 


HE Must 
HAVE FOUN? 
Our i 


VIGPATCHED 
THE SHIP 
HIMGELE... 


NOTHING! 
NONE OF YOUR 





Hom 
60 THESE 
ARE HIS 
PRIVATE 
CHAMBERS... 


PRETTY 
CRAMPED. 
BUT 


THAT'S MY 
SWORR. 


THIS GIRLS 
NOT GOING 
HOME FOR 
ANYONES 








We 

















NOTHING 
TO VO 





"WE. THEYRE 
LOOKING FOR 
SOMETHING, 








“A BLONPE 
BOMBSHELL 


SHE HAVE TO \F 

CO WITH Ze 
THOSE — 
MONSTERS?" 


cs 
\ SHE'LL BLOW ») 
HER TOP WHEN 
SHE FIN?S OUT 
I WAG HIDING 
IT. 
20 

















CANT 
EXPLAIN WHY, 
NOW. TLST 
HueRY / 


WHAT'S 





THE 
OCCASION 
7 


NOTHING'S 
CHANGED 
SINCE 





“ou 
HAVEN'T 
CHANGED 
A &i7, 
MASATO...” 


—S 


BUT YOU 

NEVEz 
EXPLAINE? 
ANY THINGS 

EVER 





W.WELL, IF 


ws 
Sam WAITING UP 
Bp AHEAD. 


























UNPERSTANG 
SOLDIER? FIZOM 


I CONT cAze : 
IF IT'S THE PRIME 
MINISTER HIMSELF-- 


IF THEY Tey TO 
ENTER THIG ELE- 
ence = VATOR, YOU'RE 


AUTHORIZEP TO 


oie 
ITS 


FINALLY / A | I 
: THE NEXT | 


MOVE THI 
MAKE... 











THE 
HUMAN 
RACE HAS 
NEVER 
HAP TO 
MAKE 
6UCH A 

SACEIFICE... 














THIS 16 MOST 
UNFORTUNATE... 


NO. 


WE'RE CON- 
DUCTING AN SHE COULE 


EXHAUSTIVE 
SEARCH OF 
THE SHIP.. 


HEZ HIGUNESS «W& 
WAS IN HEZ 
QUARTERS Jusr 
A FEW MINUTES 
AGO, G12. 





ye TEC CENTRAL COMMANP HO 


j FRONT-LINE 

COMBAT 

GUAM AN? THE AIRCRAFT 
PHILIPPINES. ¢ 


RAIGE THE 
REFLECTOR 
SHIELDS 


THE EARTH 
BELONGS TO 
EARTHLINGS, 
BY GOPS 
WELL MEET 
FORCE WITH 
FORCES 








A 


QO ives Y hg "PERHAPS 
= You's 
hi CARE TO 
Ak EXPLAIN!" 
‘a! 


BATTIA 
BUBEITIN ROU-- 
PERBONAL 
FRIEN? OF 
THE PRINCESS 
KAHM. 





f > 
Ome 
9 fos 


PRINCESS 
GLORIOUS KAHM FASHLY 
EMPEROR _ 4\ WENT PLANETSIDE 
HIMSELF \ HE OWN 
WILL PECIPE 


ie 
TO TAKE OWN 
A WARSHIP? 


SILENCES 
HOW CARE 
YOU _8PEAK \ % OFFICERS, 
iE . BUT I 
beri BANE: 
INTENP TO TAKE ‘ir 
YOUR SHIP OWN, Re 
00 YOU? I 
CANNOT Pegmrr 
\t/ I WILL NOT 
PERMIT IT/ 





OF COURSE, 
I KNOW 
WHAT You're 
TRYING TO 

GAY... 


"IT'S ALL THERE 
IN THE CHRON- 
ICLES OF HEAVEN 
AN? EARTH! THE 
EPIC POEM OF 


“HEAR YE, ALL 
LIVING THINGS! 

HEAR YE OF OUR 
MOTHER WORLD, 


PROVINCE OF THE 
GOPS OF 
CREATION..." 


“A PLACE 
WE MUST 
NEVER 

SULLY..."* 









IT WAS INFESTED 
WITH THOSE 
VERMIN..." 


AWAY ON your 
SHIP... 77 








PRINCESS FIRST 


LANDED 7 





































































































YOU PRESUMPTUOUS 
LITTLE UPSTART... 












































































































































THEY'ZE HAZPLY 


COME NOW... 
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BEALTIFUL, 
MIKURUS 


I 7AP you 
WE SHOULPVE 
LEFT THAT BAR 
SOONER... WITH 
THAT DAMNED 
CURFEW ON, 
THEZE AEN'T 
ANY TRAINS 
NOW / 























HOW I'M 
GOING TO DIE, 
NEXT TIME L 

MEET HER...7 


TRAIN / A, 


Y 


4, WELL BE 
WALKING 

ALL BLOODY 
NIGHTS 


2 
| } 
OL. WALKIN JUST A s. 
a ia teuck oe 
60BER SOMETHING... 
YOU UR | 
c\é ANYWAY. 






















































WHA... 


WHAT 















































JAPAN SELF DEFENSE FORCE 
JOT TACTICAL COMMAND CENTER 


~ 


OUR FIRST 
CONTACT 
WITH THEM 
CAME IN THE 


SEVENTIES... 


WE PICKED THERE 

UP _ SIGNALS, COUL? BE NO 
NEGOTIATED 
RESOLUTION 
TO NAKED 
AGGRESSION. 


(T 66EMED 
THEY'? COME 
TO MONITOR 

THE HUMAN 


















LOOK AT 
HI6TORY-- 
PIFFERENT 
CIVILIZATIONS 
ALWAYS 
ENP IN 
TRAGEDY. 





THE CHRISTIAN 
CULTURES Verous 
THE ISLAMIC, 
4, EUROPEAN veReus 
) THE eae 
AMERICAN 


THEY CLAIM 
TO BE THE 
ORIGINAL dweaceeed 
INHABITANTE-- A 


OQUZ OWN 
DESTRUCTION! 











































































































































































































































































































ALIENS 


HAN? Over 
THE BARTH/ 








INTERCEPTION 
PLAN... 





UNIFIED 

















































































































) THE ANGLE 
MILITARY COMMAND 4 OF DE6CENT 16 
GHO REPORTS FORTY-GEVEN 
THAT AN ENEMY DEGREES OFF 
MOTHER SHIP ITS PREVIOUS 
HAS ALIGNED J HEADING... 
(T6ELE FOR TAKING IT 
ATMOSPHERIC STRAIGHT INTO 
ENTRY. TOKYO. 

“HERE 16 


OUR FIR6T LINE 

OF DEFENSE: A 
SHUTTLE INTERCEPTS 
THE ENEMY WITH 
TACTICAL NUKES 

AND PULSED LASERS 
AT FOURTEEN 
NAUTICAL MILES 
ALTITUPE." 














"IF THAT 
DOESN'T STOP 
THEM, THEY'LL 
BE MET AT FIVE 
NAUTICAL MILES 
BY CARRIERBASED 
AIRCRAFT FROM 
THE U6, 7TH 
FLEET--OUR 
SECOND LINE 
OF DEFENSE." 


“6HOULD 
THEY REACH 
TOKYO AIRSPACE, 
THEY'LL TRIGGER 
OUR THIRD 
BARZIER, A HIGH- 
LOW MIX OF 
ISPF FIGHTERS 
AN? TWO BAT- 
TERIES OF MIKE 
ANTIAIRCZAFT 
MISSILES." 























WE HAVE TO 


UNTIL PROTECT INFLICT WHATEVER 


Brovare INTO T6 BS NE CAN 
i ON THEIZ APVANCE 
OPERATIONAL 


GUARP BEFORE THE 
MAIN FLEET ARRIVES. 
A FLEET, GENTLEMEN, 
€AIP TO NUMBER IN 
THE HUNPREPS OF 
THOUSANDS, PERHAPS 
MILLIONS OF SHIPE. 


PHASE, WE MUST 
RELY ENTIZELY 

ON OUR EXISTING 
WEAPONRY. 


WHAT WE GO. 
KNOW \6 THAT 
THE SUCCESS 
OR FAILURE OF 
THIS INTERCEPT 







































































WILL IMPACT. 
ALL FUTURE oy 


OPERATIONS. 4 





APPeOLCH 1% BIOMECHANICS, 
TECHNOLOGY. GENTLEMEN-- 
ANP WEAPONRY THEIZ MACHINES 
16 ENTIRELY AN? WEAPONS 
DIFFERENT Age ALIVE/ 


FROM OURS... 








Pros 
MILITARY 


COMMAND, 
THIS 6 














































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































PREPARING 
To 


INTERCE! 












































ESTIMATED \ 
LENGTH} 
14.000 
FEET, J 

MASS 

UNKNOWN... 


Ps 

















rs 
HUGE... 


LIKE A 


























DAMNED \ 
ASTEROIR. 

















We 
iN 





VW 


ad 
We 
NZ 



































































































































































































































































































































































































































iy a 


ANP THERE'S NO 
SIGN OF DAMAGE AT ALLS 

































































Tgp Fel O2,0098.: 
RRS 





THE ALIEN 
MOTHER 
Sule HAS 
DESTROYED, 
POSEICON/ 





ENEMY NOW 
ENTERING THE 
ATMOSPHERE / 
ALL STATIONS 
ALERT! 
























































US. TT FLEET FLAGSHIP: 
THE U.6.S. ZONALP REAGAN 
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a = AVY. aT 
' ; ‘in, 
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4 
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_ = = i ris 
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16 InéieniF- 


THE 
PLANES IN 











THERE. 16 
NOTHING more 
pOrenG | zHan 
4 4, Blom ECH... 
THERE 
cs 10 SUCH 


THING ASB A 
PERFECT 





























US. SEVENTH FLEET 
FLAGSHIP: THE USS. 
Li SAGAN 






FLAGSHIP 
EAGAN 


yu 

4 

oa 
ATTACK 

SQUADRONS! 4 

} vO YOU 


READ?’ 














OUR DEFENSE 
LINE 16 THE 
LAST REAL 

BARRIER 

BETWEEN THE 
ENEMY ANZ 

TOKYO! 















































































wuuh Ute 


Ve YOU ARE Ce 


RESPONSIBLE é 

ror perenne = © 
THE TEN c 

MILLION CITIZENS 


OF THAT CITY... 









































OUR 
SKIES 





HOW ARE OUR 
DEPLOYMENTS7, 


ALL FORCES 
YY Mover INTO 


POSITIONS 
UNDER COVER 
OF DARKNESS 

TO Avoip 
ALARMING THE 

CITIZENRY-- 






































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































IT MUST 
HAVE REALLY 
CAUGHT HER 


IM), ie in J\_wreresr.. 
hy FOUND \ = 


Mn, 










oe 


ie Se 
\\ ‘ 
ba . “ 


ZN 
) 
= if ) 
> \ J x 


Y : es c 





MY LADY! 
THERES A | I 
MALFUNCTION | BSS 

IN THE 

SHIP EYES / 





I WANT 
MY VIGION 


wi wey |) 


FUNCTIONS OF 
THI6 SHIP 
HAVE BEEN 

PARALYZEO/ 





























"WE 
TOUCHE? 


MOUTHS. 
Remember 7” 


I SURE ONT 

REMEMBER 

amine t //y Ff j; PRINCESSES. 
CLIMBING INTO \ a ay 77) Sinan 
aye \ : SHE FEALLY 


MONSTERS ANZ 
THAT BUGEYED 
G6OLPFIGH 
THING 77 











GREAT... SHE'S 

SOFTENING 

UP. NOWS MY 
CHANCE... 


I 6uFFEzED 
THE VEGEA- 
DATION OF 
DEFEAT AT 
YOUR 
HANPE... 










































































































































THE ONLY 
way To 

RESTORE 
MY HONOR. 
'6 TO KILL 
YOU IN 





OH, YEAH.. 

THAT 6NOR?.. 

1T6 YOURS, 
RIGHT? 























































































































































MIBTAKE 
TWICE. 
THI6 
TIME... 


LADY BATTIAS 
THE PROBLEM 
1S BECOMING 


CRITICALS 
THE DaMmAGi 





“THI6 BATTLESHIP 16 
BIOENGINEERED FROM ONE 
OF THE GREAT 6EA DRAGONS 
OF MERUNPEUG..ITS LIFE 
ENERGY (6 NEAR-LIMITLESS.. 
BUT ITS STILL AN ANIMAL. 
IF (76 DAMAGED TOO BADLY 
BY THE ENEMY, IT6 SELF 
REPAIR FUNCTIONS 

FALL BEHIND..." 


‘THATS & "ANY ATTACK 16 SWALLOWED 
WHY WE ee BY THE SHIELZ AND NEVER 
GENERATE A S REACHES THE 6HIP ITSELF. 
NULLEFACE THE NULLESPACE SHIELD HAS 
SHIELD c ALLOWED THE SANTOVASKU, 
AZOUND _ EMPIZE TO ADVANCE THROUGH 
THE HULL 4 : me | THE UNIVERSE AS THOUGH 
WE MARCHE? ACZOSS 
AN EMPTY FIELD.” 


FIRST-CLASS 
OFFICERS LIKE 
ME GENERATE 
THE 6HIELT... 


WHICH MUST 
MEAN--6OMEONE 
ON THI6 
PLANET HAS 
POWERS EVEN 


ENEMY 
MOTHER 6HI7 
HAS TAKEN 
HEAVY PAMAGE, 
16 LOSING 
SPEED ANP 
ALTITUDE / 





WHAT T/ HEAVY 


GENTLEMEN, 
WE O1 





THE BOW 
WEAPONRY! 


EMERGENCY 


OVERRIPE To 
THE CENTRAL 
CEREBRUM/ 





#a\ THAT DAMNED 
A| ISLAND 16 & 
STRAIGHT POWN 


7 a 
\ 


6 THE GHIPS 
SELF DEFENSE 
MECHANISM... THE 
LAST ZE60RT 
WHEN IT6 LIFE 
(6 IN DANGER... 
A TOTAL 


LIFE-ENERGY 
VI6CHARGE / 








RED 
LEAPER 
1 


THE 

io LIGHT. 

FLAGSHIP AND A 
ze 




















we 
| Shs 
( A y m eS 
ff eH 
i 





<KAHM> 
!f 





p  <KAHM! — 
It6MED 


F . CTHERES 
a no time 


F EXPLAIN!) 




















mm NW = 
rs -_ 
hw ww 


= PP vl a a - 


eo 
am 









































THE 
REAGANS 
VANIGHED 
FROM OUR 
6CREENS 


16 APPROACHING 
FZOM THE SEAS 
IT6 MOVING AT 


(NCRECIBLE 
SPEEDS 





ij" 
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Greetings! This is my first opportunity to say hello to my American readers, and 
so — hello! This is Johji Manabe, creator of Outlanders. 


Thank you (really) for reading my Outlanders comic, month after month. 
Outlanders wrapped up in Japan about two years ago, but it was my very first 
full-length story to be serialized in a comic magazine, and so | still have a soft 
place for it in my heart. From the beginning of my career as a cartoonist, | had 
always wanted to try my hand at space opera. The reason for this was pretty 
simple: | love drawing spaceships! | had this fantasy of my characters running 
around in a universe swarming with massive space battleships, thousands of 
meters long. Initially, | was under orders from the editors to make Outlanders an 
action story full of monsters, mayhem, and destruction. Since I’m not particularly 
fond of monsters, | came up with the compromise of living battleships, the 
biomech warships of Outlanders. 


These beginnings determined the final shape of the Outlanders universe. Drawing 
those damn ships has been a real bitch though . . . 


As for my characters, I’ve pretty much let them do their own thing. Rather than 
fret and moan over their misbehavior, | decided they could play out their own 
roles as they pleased. Of course, working with their complicated personalities 
was trouble enough, not to mention designing their appearances to everyone's 
satisfaction. I’d never done clothing design before, so getting the characters and 
the Santovasku Army suited up was a real nightmare. Looking back, though, it 
was an excellent learning experience. 


The story line, on the other hand, wasn’t much trouble. Since Outlanders was to 
be a war story, | knew that someone had to win and someone had to lose. Both 
the earth and the Empire had their own problems to work out, and getting things 
to mesh properly was sometimes difficult. In the end, | was able to get the story to 
move along smoothly. Still, flipping though the volumes these days, there are 
quite a few things | wish I’d done differently. Someday, if | have the chance, I'd 
like to write Outlanders Il and get it right. Or perhaps I'll write a follow-up, a 
history of the post-war years . . . 


Outlanders was the work that finally gave me confidence that | could keep myself 
fed and clothed working as a cartoonist. | count myself lucky that my first 
serialized manga won so much support from its readers in Japan, and | am 
overjoyed that, through the cooperation of Dark Horse and Studio Proteus, 
Outlanders is being read by fans in America, too. There's a lot more in store for 
Kahm and Tetsuya on their twisting path to love and for the earth and the Empire 
as they lock in final battle. | hope you'll watch them all until the end. 


Thanks! 


Johji Manabe 
Ekoda, Japan 
October 1989 
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A character | created while | was still at > 
the Osaka School of Design. She later 
became the model for Kahm. 
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And the first version of Akl 
At first she was going to be a university Nao, looking a little more handsome than ¢ 
student. he eventually ended up looking, don't 
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Imperial Battleship, Version One: In the 
early planning stage, | had no intention of 
using biomechs. This was little more than a 
revamped Macross spaceship. 


Imperial Battleship, Version Three: These 
made a brief appearance in the final 
comic, but soon vanished from the skies. A 
Priceless glimpse of the author's near-total 
lack of coherent continuity. 
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say. But, in fact, they keep changing 

every time | draw them. 





Megatron: You may not believe it, 
but a lot of people like this mecha. 
Hmm. 
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Rha Ledaruba: This ship being Kahm's 


own personal yacht/battleship, | figured | 
should draw something really spiffy. Oh, 


well... 
These are only a small portion of the initial design drawings. If the 
opportunity presents itself, you may yet see some of the things | didn't 
have the space for here. See you again! 


